SPECUt  ASSOtlAilOM 

ARCHIVES  COPY, 

SCI-TECH  IVEWS 


VVtf.  3  o  .'Tj 


Formerly  Ye  Alchemical  Libraries  Almanack 


The  Official  Bulletin  of  the 
SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY  GROUP 
SPECIAL  LIBRARIES  ASSOCIATION 

CHEMISTRY  •  PETROLEUM  •  ENGINEERING-AERONAUTICS  •  PUBLIC  UTILITIES  •  PHARMACEUTICAL  •  METALS 
VOLUME  3  MAY  1949  NO.  2 


EDITORIAL 

PROGRESS  REPORT 

^'e  have  made  little  progress  in  circulation  as  a 
result  of  our  first  issue  under  the  title  SCI-TECH 
NEWS,  but  according  to  the  many  flattering  com¬ 
ments  and  letters  received  by  the  editor,  we  have 
made  some  gain  in  quality.  We  sincerely  appreciate 
them  all,  and  would  be  just  as  glad  to  receive  ad¬ 
verse  criticism.  One  writer  said  we  appeared  to 
need  encouragement  after  all  the  criticism  and  asked 
if  we  printed  only  the  adverse  letters  in  the  last  is¬ 
sue.  Let  us  state  now  that  our  policy  was  and  will 
be  to  print  favorable  and  unfavorable  letters  in  the 
proportion  received,  with  an  attempt  to  give  at 
least  one  example  of  each  different  opinion 
expressed. 

However,  all  the  comment  from  subscribers  does 
not  help  the  Group  leaders  in  their  goal  of  serving 
and  informing  all  the  Group  membership.  Even 
allowing  generously  for  multiple  memberships  in  the 
same  library,  it  is  doubtful  that  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  Sci-Tech  members  saw  our  last  issue. 
Therefore  in  publishing  a  paid  subscription  bulletin 
we  seem  to  be  doing  an  injustice  to  the  majority  to 
satisfy  a  minority.  If  we  could  only  know  the  rea¬ 
sons  of  all  non-subscribers  we  could  make  an  intel¬ 
ligent  decision.  Is  it  the  $1.50?  To  answer  that, 
one  might  say  —  how  many  times  in  the  last  year 
have  you  spent  that  amount  unprofitably  —  either 
of  your  own  or  your  company’s  money?  To  use  the 
terms  of  the  advertisers,  “it’s  only  a  few  pennies  a 
day’’  (4  mills  in  our  case).  Incidentally,  if  we  pub¬ 
lish  another  year  we  hope  it  will  be  at  not  over 
$1.00;  we  will  require  enough  subscribers  to  break 
even  with  that. 

So,  all  aboard  for  L.  A.,  and  remember,  if  you 
can't  make  it,  pass  your  opinions  on  to  someone  who 
is  going,  so  that  those  at  the  Group  business  meet¬ 
ing  can  speak  for  as  many  members  as  possible. 

COLLEAGUES 

As  most  chemical  librarians  will  know  by  now, 
we  have  some  newly  organized  colleagues  in  the 
American  Chemical  Society.  The  Division  of  Chem¬ 
ical  Literature  has  been  formed  this  spring.  As  can 
be  seen  from  the  title  this  is  a  natural  for  members 
of  our  Chemical  section,  and  as  all  our  members 
know  from  the  abstracts  of  papers  at  ACS  meetings 
(formerly  under  the  Division  of  Chemical  Educa¬ 
tion),  this  new  Group  is  worthy  of  the  support  of 
all  of  us.  We  believe  we  are  safe  in  saying  that  this 
is  the  first  time  in  history  that  a  special  niche  for 
librarians  has  been  provided  in  an  organization  in¬ 
cluding  employers  in  another  profession. 


THOUGHTS 

First  of  all,  we  believe  that  it  would  be  unthink¬ 
able  for  any  librarian  who  is  an  ACS  member  not 
to  join  the  Chemical  Literature  Division  (remember, 
it  IS  not  automatic  as  in  SLA).  Secondly,  we  urge 
all  non- ACS  Sci-Tech  librarians  to  become  Associate 
members  of  this  Division  if  they  have  any  interest 
at  all  in  scientific  literature.  For  further  information 
see  the  report  of  the  first  meeting  on  another  page. 
If  any  librarians  were  discouraged  by  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  write-up  of  this  meeting  in  the  April  4  Drug 
Trade  News,  let  us  say  that  we  do  not  have  an  of¬ 
ficial  explanation  as  yet,  but  we  prefer  to  be  naive 
and  put  the  blame  for  this  attitude  on  poor  report¬ 
ing.  TTiere  was  certainly  no  hint  of  such  a  feeling 
from  our  own  on-the-spot  reporter. 

Miss  Gretchen  Little,  our  chairman,  has  written 
to  Chairman  Hill  of  the  new  Division  in  these  words: 

“The  Special  Libraries  Association,  Science-Tech¬ 
nology  Group,  wishes  to  congratulate  those  in  the 
new  Chemical  Literature  Division  of  the  American 
Chemical  Society.  We  know  how  hard  you  have 
all  strived  to  become  a  Division  and  are  happy  to 
know  the  Society  has  recognized  the  needs  of  such 
a  group. 

“We  want  the  Division  to  know  that  our  Group 
will  be  happy  to  aid  and  to  cooperate  with  you  in 
any  library  problems  that  might  arise  .  .  . 

“Again  our  heartiest  congratulations  and  our  best 
wishes  for  much  success  with  the  already  well  or¬ 
ganized  Division.” 

CONVENTION 

It  is  a  little  late,  but  not  too  late,  to  make  up  your 
mind  to  have  a  big  vacation  with  professional  prof¬ 
it.  No  need  to  go  into  the  advantages  of  meeting 
your  colleagues  at  conventions,  but  here  is  a  chance 
to  see  America  and  have  a  super  vacation.  If  you 
are  not  in  the  class  of  the  $500  luxury  tour,  or  can 
not  get  transportation  even  on  a  bus  from  your 
company,  consider  the  deal  of  asking  for  expenses 
while  in  Los  Angeles  and  vacation  on  your  own  the 
week  before  and  after.  Then  pack  up  the  family  or 
make  up  a  party  with  friends  and  motor  out.  Even 
if  you  can’t  see  Lake  Louise,  etc.  you  can  choose 
your  own  route  and  see  a  few  National  Parks  and 
whatever  more  the  budget  allows. 

And  now  a  brief  word  from  the  sponsor  —  Con¬ 
vention  Publicity  Committee  of  Southern  California 
Chapter. 

The  enchanting  City  of  the  Angels  will  be  an  appro¬ 
priate  setting  for  SLA’s  1949  Convention.  Geo¬ 
graphically,  Los  Angeles  holds  wonders  untold,  and 
as  everyone  knows,  it  is  fast  becoming  a  key  indus¬ 
trial  city  of  the  Golden  West.  Attracted  by  its  vast 
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resources,  many  Elastem  enterprises  are  establishing 
extensive  western  headquarters  in  Los  Angeles. 

SLA’s  Californ.a  chapters  are  hard  at  work  plan¬ 
ning  a  program  of  exciting  events  to  make  your  trip 
to  L.  A.  a  unique  experience.  They  are  arranging  a 
series  of  stimulating  talks  and  round-table  discus¬ 
sions  on  the  theme  of  BLUEPRINTS  FOR  ACTION. 
For  fun  and  frivolity  they  are  lining  up  adventures 
galore  to  balance  your  diet  of  professional  work. 
You'll  enjoy  sightseeing  tours  in  and  around  L.  A., 
go  shopping  on  Wilshire  Boulevard,  take  in  the 
glamour  of  Hollywood,  embark  on  adventures  in 
eating  foreign  and  domestic  cuisines,  cruise  to  Cata¬ 
lina  Island,  sweep  up  the  colorful  California  coast¬ 
line  to  San  Francisco. 

L.  A.,  as  you  know  by  now,  is  quite  a  town;  any¬ 
thing  can  happen  here  and  usually  does  I  (Such  as 
the  first  Western  SLA  national  Convention.  -  adv.) 
So  prepare  yourself  for  the  unexpected  by  selecting 
colorftd,  cheerful  clothes.  The  native’s  attire  is 
strictly  informal:  casual,  leisurely  dresses  and  sport 
clothes,  abounding  in  bright  colors  and  simple  de¬ 
signs.  For  that’s  the  California  look:  fresh,  gay,  col¬ 
orful  and  comfortable.  Few  dark  colors  Mdiich 
predominate  in  the  Elast,  but  if  you  choose  to  bring 
along  some  of  your  basic  blacks,  no  one  will  hold 
it  against  you.  Here  in  California,  you  wear  what 
you  wish.  Sounds  wonderful  doesn’t  it? 

A  good  warm  top  coat  is  a  must :  believe  it  or  not, 
no  matter  how  warm  the  weather  during  the  day, 
L.  A.  nights  are  invariably  cool.  No  sticky  heat, 
without  relief,  as  in  the  East;  but  balmy  and  breezy 
and  refreshing. 

As  for  the  gentlemen,  lightweight  sport  suits  and 
regular  business  clothes  and  the  inevitable  top  coat. 
And  if  you  have  a  spare  jacket  or  two  that  doesn’t 
match  any  one  of  your  suits,  bring  it  along!  Men’s 
clothes  run  riot  in  California. 

Pitter-patter  .  .  .  pitter-patter  ...  so  goes  the 
Convention  chatter.  A  good  sign,  too;  shows  you 
that  SLAers  are  banding  together  for  the  Westward 
trek.  You  are  anxious  to  come  to  Los  Angeles;  we 
are  eager  to  greet  you!  But  tempua  does  figit;  pret¬ 
ty  soon  now  June  will  be  here,  and  so  will  you,  so 
be  patient! 

Sd-Tech  Convention  Program 

With  all  that  has  poured  in  from  our  correspond¬ 
ents  on  deadline  day,  we  cannot  decide  what  to 
leave  out  in  favor  of  the  fined  progreun,  which  inci¬ 
dentally  we  do  not  have  in  completed  form,  so  we 
will  leave  it  to  our  contemporary  SPECIAL  LI¬ 
BRARIES  to  inform  you.  The  principal  change 
since  publication  in  our  last  issue  is  that  the  Sci-Tech 
business  meeting  is  moved  up  to  Monday  afternoon, 
instead  of  evening,  so  be  sure  to  be  there  by  then. 
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ACS  DIVISION  OF  CHEMICAL  LITERATURE 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  MARCH  27TH  AND  28TH 

The  Division  of  Chemical  Literature  began  its  ca¬ 
reer  as  a  full  fledged  Division  of  the  American 
Chemical  Society  at  the  Spring  convention  in  San 
Francisco.  As  most  of  you  know,  this  group  has 
been  operating  as  part  of  the  Division  of  Chemical 
Education  for  a  number  of  years.  The  new  Division 
should  be  of  special  interest  to  members  of  the  Sci¬ 
ence-Technology  Group,  and  many  of  you  will  be 
glad  to  know  that  you  may  become  an  associate 
member  of  this  Division  without  becoming  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Chemical  Society  itself.  As¬ 
sociates  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  membership  ex¬ 
cept  voting  and  holding  office.  This  arrangement 
is  made  because  the  group  feel  that  their  activities 
will  be  of  interest  to  many  librarians  who  work  with 
scientific  literature,  but  who  are  not  chemists.  Mem¬ 
bership  dues  for  the  Division  are  $1.00  for  ACS 
members  and  $2.00  for  others.  Anyone  interested 
in  becoming  a  member  should  send  his  name,  ad¬ 
dress  and  dues  to  the  treasurer,  Byron  A.  Soule,  De¬ 
partment  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Michigan,  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan.  Any  comments,  criticisms  and 
suggestions  concerning  the  Division’s  programs  and 
activities  are  welcome  and  should  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary,  Robert  S.  Casey,  Sheaffer  Pen  Company, 
Fort  Madison,  Iowa. 

The  program  began  with  a  brief  talk  by  Norman 
C.  Hill,  Acting  Chairman,  who  discussed  the  history 
and  ambitions  of  the  Division.  This  was  followed  by 
two  papers  on  the  relationship  of  universities  with 
technical  libraries.  A  third  paper  by  Douglas  W. 
Byrant  of  the  University  of  California  was  canceled 
because  of  illness  but  it  is  hoped  it  may  be  presented 
at  a  later  date.  Nathan  Van  Patten  of  Stanford  Uni¬ 
versity  discussed  “The  Need  for  Formal  Instruction 
in  the  Use  of  Chemical  Literature  and  Alternatives 
to  TTiis.”  Dr.  Van  Patten  mentioned  the  great  need 
for  a  centralized  collection  of  bibliographies.  In  the 
evening  discussion  of  the  papers  your  reporter 
pointed  out  to  Dr.  Van  Patten  that  the  S-T  Group  of 
Special  Libraries  was  aware  of  this  need  and  had 
made  an  excellent  start  on  both  translation  and  bibli¬ 
ography  pools.  B.  H.  Weil  gave  a  splendid  descrip¬ 
tion  of  “The  Georgia  Tech.  Library  as  a  Tool  for 
Science  and  Industry.” 

The  second  half  of  the  first  session  had  a  remark¬ 
able  attendance.  TThis  was  given  over  to  “Literature 
Sources  of  Information  on  Western  Chemical  and 
Process  Industries.”  The  introductory  remarks  by 
John  Callaham,  Pacific  Coast  Editor  of  Chemical 
Engineering  and  the  paper  “Sources  of  Western 
Chemical  Information’’  by  Fred  Sawyer,  Pacific 
Coast  Editor  of  Chemical  and  Engineering  News 
presented  a  fine  survey  of  the  t3rpe  of  regional  infor¬ 
mation  available  and  where  it  may  be  found,  as  well 
as  the  type  which  is  rarely,  if  ever,  available.  W.  C. 
Mclndoe’s  paper  on  “Chemical  Plant  Location  on 
the  West  Coast”  contained  varied  regional  informa¬ 
tion. 

The  sessions  in  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  and 
the  morning  of  the  second  day  treated  trends  in  in¬ 
dexing  and  classifying  with  special  emphasis  on 
punch  cards  and  classification  systems.  These  meet¬ 
ings  were  to  have  been  presided  over  by  James  W. 
Perry,  Program  Chairman  of  the  Division  and  Chair- 


man  of  the  ACS  Committee  on  Punch  Cards.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  Mr.  Perry  became  seriously  ill  enroute 
and  your  San  Francisco  S-T  representative  and  Vice 
Chairman  of  the  Chemical  Literature  Division  Pro¬ 
gram  Committee,  Arthur  Johnson,  introduced  the 
speakers  in  his  place.  “Development  of  a  Research 
Record  System  Accompanied  by  the  Use  of  Punch 
Cards”  by  Katherine  Wolfe  gave  a  splendid  idea  of 
the  mechanics  by  which  a  pharmaceutical  company 
records  results  obtained  in  testing  thousands  of  chem¬ 
icals.  James  H.  Wiegand  of  the  Naval  Ordnance  Sta¬ 
tion  at  Inyokern  gave  a  most  interesting  discussion  of 
the  use  of  punch  cards  for  a  personal  reference  file. 
He  emphasized  that  such  a  system  must  allow  for  ex¬ 
pansion  of  one’s  ideas  or  interests.  “Application  of 
Punch  Cards  to  Indexing  Rubber  Compounds”  by 
Kathleen  S.  Rostler  described  a  practical  adapta¬ 
tion  of  punch  cards  in  a  subscription  service  designed 
to  fit  the  needs  of  rubber  compounders.  To  the  un¬ 
initiated  Carl  S.  Wise’s  talk  on  the  mathematical 
possibilities  of  punch  cards  was  a  bit  overwhelming. 
Another  paper  described  a  combination  of  cross 
reference  cards  and  punch  cards  using  standard 
methods  of  duplication.  This  informative  paper  was 
prepared  by  William  Longenecker  of  the  U.  S.  Public 
Health  Service.  The  afternoon  was  rounded  out  by 
Julian  F.  Smith's  interesting  treat'bnent  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  classifying  subject  matter  and  G.  Malcolm 
Dyson’s  examples  of  his  system  of  classification  ap¬ 
plied  to  subject  indexes  such  as  that  for  Huntress’ 
“Organic  Chlorine  Compounds”  and  the  "Ring 
Index.” 

In  addition  to  the  day  and  a  half  of  sessions  with 
attendance  varying  from  50  to  200,  the  Division  held 
its  usual  evening  discussion  and  the  first  Division 
luncheon.  At  the  evening  meeting,  in  addition  to 
questions  and  answers  concerning  the  papers,  the  pro¬ 
posed  plan  for  issuing  a  bulletin  for  the  members  of 
the  Division  was  presented  by  Dr,  Weil.  The  Divi¬ 
sion  officers  discussed  the  problem  of  getting  papers 
which  are  presented  at  meetings  published  in  var¬ 
ious  periodicals. 

The  luncheon,  attended  by  about  fifty  members, 
was  a  very  pleasant  affair.  The  telegram  of  congrat¬ 
ulations  from  the  Chairman  of  our  S-T  group, 
Gretchen  Little,  was  read.  Mr.  Hill,  presiding,  in¬ 
troduced  Dr.  Gustav  Egloff  as  the  person  really 
responsible  for  the  organization  of  the  group.  The 
main  speaker  was  the  one  and  only  Dr.  Dyson. 

It  may  be  safely  said  that  this  first  meeting  of  the 
new  Division  of  Chemical  Literature  was  a  great 
success.  Excellent  plans  are  under  way  for  future 
Division  meetings.  It  is  planned  from  time  to  time 
to  hold  various  symposia  with  other  Divisions.  We 
are  sure  many  S-T  members  will  find  participation 
in  the  activities  of  the  Chemical  Literature  Division 
of  ACS,  interesting  and  stimulating  as  well  as  most 
valuable  in  their  work. 

— Reported  by  Thelma  Hoffman,  Librarian 
Shell  Development  Company 

SPACE  SURVEY 

The  above  is  the  title  we  would  like  to  substitute 
for  what  seems  to  have  become  known  as  “Our  own 
little  project.’’  We  (meaning  SCI-TECH  NEWS) 
were  hurt  to  have  a  reaction  from  one  group  of  li¬ 
brarians  indicating  that  they  thought  the  project  was 


chiefly  to  help  the  editor  personally  in  arguing  for 
more  space  (see  Letters  to  the  Editor).  Admittedly 
that  gave  us  the  idea,  but  we  never  would  have  men¬ 
tioned  it  in  public  if  we  did  not  think  it  would  mater¬ 
ially  help  at  lestft  50^  of  the  members  —  namely 
those  below  the  average,  and  be  of  informative  value 
if  nothing  more  to  those  above  average. 

The  figures  have  been  slow  in  coming  in  and 
really  are  not  numerous  enough  to  strike  a  repre¬ 
sentative  average.  However,  as  promised,  we  will 
give  what  we  have.  Please  do  not  let  this  result  in¬ 
fluence  you  against  sending  in  your  figure  because 
of  Its  relative  position.  Since  the  six  libraries  answer¬ 
ing  are  such  a  small  sample,  even  that  many  more 
might  make  an  entirely  different  average.  And  if 
we  do  not  get  that  many  more  we  will  drop  the 
whole  thing  and  quit  bothering  you.  Otherwise  we 
will  give  the  final  report  in  our  next  issue  (deadline 
August  15).  Some  correspondents  seem  to  think  it 
a  time-consuming  task.  But  unless  you  have  a  bam- 
like  structure  or  a  dozen  little  rooms  it  shouldn’t  take 
any  longer  to  measure  the  dimensions  than  to  write 
the  letter  (or  card).  You  know  how  many  books 
and  bound  journals  you  have  and  about  how  many 
technical  employees;  if  not,  we  can  look  them  up  in 
Special  Libraries  Resources  and  Industrial  Research 
Laboratories. 

Oh,  before  we  forget  it,  the  average  figures  from 
six  industrial  libraries  heard  from  are  6.66  sq.  ft.  per 
technical  employee  and  355  sq.  ft.  per  1000  books. 

NO'nCE  TO  PLANNERS 

Miss  Edith  Joannes,  Librarian  of  Abbott  Labora¬ 
tories,  North  Chicago,  Illinois,  is  preparing  a  survey 
of  library  plans  for  a  paper  at  the  Convention.  She 
would  greatly  appreciate  any  plans  or  blueprints  for 
new  libraries,  remodeling,  expansion,  etc.,  which 
would  increase  the  value  of  her  survey.  If  you  can 
help,  please  send  any  material  to  her  before  June  1. 


REPORT  ON  ADVISORY  BOARD  MEETING 

At  the  Spring  meeting  of  the  National  Advisory 
Council  in  New  York,  March  25,  the  Sci-Tech  Group 
Advisory  Board  met  to  discuss  Group  problems.  The 
petition  to  form  the  Metals  Section  was  read  and 
approved  by  the  Board.  The  question  of  a  Consti¬ 
tution  for  the  Group,  or  By-Laws,  or  a  Manual  of 
Procedures,  was  discussed  at  length  and  since  the 
National  Constitution  is  now  in  the  process  of  re¬ 
vision,  action  was  deferred  and  the  conclusion 
reached  was  that  the  matter  should  be  brought  up  at 
the  annual  meeting.  The  Board  approved  engaging 
a  stenotypist  to  record  the  minutes  of  the  business 
meeting  at  the  Convention  in  Los  Angeles. 

Mr.  Oatfield  reported  on  the  Translation  Pool 
project,  which  he  believes  needs  more  publicity, 
and  on  the  Directory  of  Translators,  for  which  he 
was  authorized  to  proceed  with  plans  for  housing 
duplicates  in  various  bibliographical  centers.  Things 
to  be  discussed  at  the  annual  meeting  were  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  primarily  related  to  Group  structure  and 
therefore  would  be  based  on  the  final  report  of  the 
committee  on  this  problem. 

The  problem  of  SCI-TECH  NEWS  and  its  circu¬ 
lation  were  discussed.  It  was  believed  that  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  Group  would  be  cut  down  to  a  more 
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active  and  interested  nucleus  when  the  National  Con¬ 
stitution,  permitting  only  one  Group  affiliation,  goes 
into  effect.  Many  of  the  Board  believe  that  a  special 
fee  for  Sci-Tech  members  should  be  included  in  the 
SLA  membership  to  take  care  of  the  NEWS. 

The  points  in  the  proposed  new  constitution  of 
SLA  which  affect  Groups  were  discussed  briefly. 
The  changing  of  "Group”  to  “Division”  was  deemed 
logical.  Some  felt  that  all  publications  should  be 
paid  for  but  that  discounts  to  Institutional  members 
were  reasonable.  .411  felt  that  the  present  allotment 
for  Group  expenses  was  too  small  and  that  petitions 
should  be  made  for  a  larger  percentage. 

Mr.  Sale  reported  that  the  “Subject  Headings  for 
Aeronautical  Engineering”  has  been  sent  to  the  Pub¬ 
lication  Board  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  the  printer. 
Mr.  Milek  suggested  as  a  project  for  the  Metals 
Section  the  preparation  of  a  directory  of  sources  on 
metallurgical  information. 

Tbose  present  at  the  meeting  were:  Miss  Little, 
Chairman;  Miss  Cole;  Miss  Sarah  A.  Jones;  Mrs. 
Beatrice  Noren;  Miss  Nicholson;  Miss  Lewton;  Mr. 
Oatfield;  Mr.  ^le;  Mr.  Milek;  Mr.  Raymond;  Miss 
Huddle. 

SLA  ADVISORY  COUNCIL  MEETING 

Most  of  the  afternoon  of  this  meeting  was  spent 
in  a  discussion  of  the  revision  of  the  constitution. 
The  changes  affecting  Groups  (Divisions)  are  as 
follows:  The  Elxecutive  Board  may  authorize  the 
establishment  of  Divisions  upon  written  petition  of 
50  or  more  members  provided  they  have  functioned 
as  a  round  table  for  at  least  one  year.  Active,  Insti¬ 
tutional  and  Life  members  may  designate  their  Di¬ 
vision  and  may  affiliate  with  additional  Divisions 
upon  payment  of  20%  of  annual  dues.  Upon 
written  petition  of  50  or  less  members  the  Executive 
Board  may  authorize  round  tables  devoted  to  special 
interests  but  the  Association  shall  not  be  responsible 
for  financial  support,  although  the  Board  may  ap¬ 
prove  dues  by  the  round  table.  Division  expenses 
of  routine  nature  are  to  be  met  by  an  appropriation 
based  on  membership,  determined  and  authorized 
annualy  by  the  Executive  Board.  (This  would  not 
allow  enough  for  a  bulletin  or  other  publications). 

Group  Structure  CcMiimittee — Preliminary  Report 

To  date,  the  S-T  Structure  Committee  has  held 
three  meetings.  Since  the  Group  is  so  large,  it  is  felt 
that  its  activities  should  be  formalized  by  having  a 
constitution.  To  that  end,  the  time  at  these  meetings 
has  been  devoted  to  writing  such  a  constitution.  It 
Mrill  be  patterned  pretty  much  after  the  one  given  in 
the  Group  Manual.  Other  recommendations  are  so 
controversial  that  it  is  difficult  to  know  what  to  say 
except  that  the  following  points  should  be  discussed 
and  followed  up  at  the  business  meeting  of  the 
Group: 

1 .  The  number  which  constitutes  a  quorum  should 
be  reviewed  unce  1 0  members  out  of  some 
1 800  is  all  out  of  proportion. 

2.  A  fee  of  one  dollar  should  be  a  requisite  for 
membership  in  the  Group. 

3.  Section  Chairmen  should  be  elected  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Section. 

4.  Group  Committee  Chairmen  should  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Group  Chairman. 
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There  may  be  other  matters  which  will  come  to 
light,  including  royalties,  but  it  seems  that,  for 
the  most  part,  this  and  similar  matters  will  be  con¬ 
trolled  by  whatever  revision  Ruth  Savord  might 
come  up  with  regarding  the  Association  Consti¬ 
tution. 

Kenneth  Fagerhaugh 

John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago 

REPORTS  ON  PROJECTS 
Translations  Pool  and  Directory  of  Translators 

Both  of  these  projects  are  housed  at  the  Southwest 
Research  Institute,  San  Antonio  6,  Texas,  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Wayne  Kalenich,  Librarian.  Thousands  of 
record  cards  are  on  file  for  translations  which  are 
available  for  loan  from  various  institutions  around 
the  country.  A  reminder  is  in  order  to  try  this  source 
first  when  a  translation  is  needed.  And,  at  the  same 
time,  if  one  is  not  available,  Mr.  Kalenich  will  be 
able  to  direct  you  to  competent  translators  from  the 
new  Directory,  which  already  records  some  80  trans¬ 
lators  of  20  languages.  It  will  also  be  appreciated  if 
you  will  turn  in  any  information  about  translators 
or  if  they  themselves  will  register  with  the  Directory. 
The  committee  is  considering  duplicate  files  to  be 
set  up  in  various  parts  of  the  country  where  use  of 
the  Directory  will  be  greatest. 

Numerical  Index  to  PB  Reports 

The  Committee  would  like  to  make  it  clear  that 
our  forthcoming  PB  Numerical  Index  is  not  equiva¬ 
lent  to  other  publications  in  this  field  which  have  re¬ 
cently  been  announced.  The  Association  of  British 
Chemical  Manufacturers  and  the  British  Board  of 
Trade  are  preparing  an  “Index  of  Information  on  the 
German  Chemical  Industry"  to  be  published  by  H. 
M.  Stationery  Office  in  1950.  TTiis  will  consist  in 
part  of  information  under  subject  headings  from 
the  various  British  reports  but  will  not  contain  any 
reference  to  PB  numbers.  Another  book  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  by  Hobart  Publishing  Co.,  “Tbe  German 
Chemical  Industry:  A  Bibliography  of  the  Chemical, 
Metallurgical  and  Process  Industries”  by  L.  Wilson 
Greene  will,  we  understand,  contain  references  only 
to  items  which  have  been  republished  from  the  orig¬ 
inal  reports  by  publishers  other  than  the  government. 
Our  Group  project  is  intended  primarily  to  provide 
for  quick  access,  starting  from  any  type  of  numerical 
reference,  to  the  abstracts  in  the  Bibliography  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Reports. 

Bibliography  Pool 

To  continue  from  where  we  left  off  in  our  previous 
issue,  when  we  thought  we  were  short  of  space,  some 
further  bibliographies  in  the  Pool  at  Battelle  Mem¬ 
orial  Institute  in  charge  of  Mr.  Ralph  Hopp,  are 
on  the  subjects  of:  metallic  Insulation;  bakelite; 
clay;  casein;  derivatives  of  barbituric  acid;  latex 
paper;  preservation  of  cut  flowers;  bleaching  of 
groundwood;  books  on  textiles;  post-war  economy 
and  its  effects  on  marketing;  fuel  injection  in  spark- 
ignition  Otto  cycle  engines;  distribution  in  the  U.  S. ; 
economics  of  reclaimed  rubber;  chemical  steriliza¬ 
tion  of  soil;  stabilizers  and  inhibiters  for  chlorinated 
solvents;  welding  and  fabrication  of  clad  steels; 
deuterium;  Australian  timbers  and  forest  products; 
carburetors  and  carburatlon;  patents  on  metal  clad¬ 
ding,  on  sponge  iron,  and  on  welding  rod  coatings; 
high  explosive  shell  manufacture;  combustion  studies; 


high  frequency  and  dielectric  induction  heating; 
patents  on  anti-freeze;  uses  of  anhydrous  magnesium 
chloride  in  organic  reactions;  coatings  by  vacuum 
evaporation;  synthesis  of  vitamins  by  microorgan¬ 
isms;  boron  fluoride  and  reactions  employing  it; 
pyrogens;  ipecac,  ipecacuanha  and  constituents  and 
cephaeline;  thio-barbiturates;  vitamin  P;  hardness 
and  hardness  testing;  telemetering;  natural  occur¬ 
rence  of  mannitol  and  sorbitol;  audiometry;  deter¬ 
mination  of  benzyl  alcohol  and  benzocaine;  toxicity 
of  cholesterol;  books  on  glass;  toxicity  of  nicotina¬ 
mide;  chemical  assay  of  desoxyephedrine,  aspirin, 
phenacetin  and  caffeine  combinations;  thiophene; 
pepsin;  blood  substitutes;  beryllium  copper  alloys. 

The  standards  requested  in  submitting  bibliog¬ 
raphies  are  ( I )  only  unpublished  bibliographies 
should  be  sent.  (2)  Each  bibliography  should  be 
accompanied  by  a  facing  sheet  stating,  if  possible, 
the  title,  source  of  references,  period  covered,  list  of 
subject  headings  consulted,  the  number  of  entries, 
and  a  brief  statement  defining  the  subject  limits  of 
the  bibliography.  (3)  Bibliographies  should  be  on 
letter-size  paper.  (4)  The  name  of  the  donor  library 
should  not  appear  on  the  bibliography  but  in  an  ac¬ 
companying  personal  letter.  This  information  will  be 
kept  confidential  and  will  only  be  used  in  evaluating 
the  bibliography  before  accepting  it  for  the  Pool. 

NEWS  OF  THE  SECTIONS  AND  CHAPTERS 
Pharmaceutical  Section 

Although  we  congratulated  them  in  our  last  issue, 
this  Section  deserves  further  mention  for  the  con¬ 
tinued  excellence  of  their  publication  UNLISTED 
DRUGS.  Since  our  previous  writing,  issues  on  new 
trade-named  drugs  have  appeared  in  addition  to 
those  on  foreign  equivalents.  We  have  to  admit  per¬ 
sonally  that  we  did  not  fully  realize  the  real  value 
of  the  publication  until  it  was  brought  home  to  us 
by  finding  in  the  first  issue  a  drug,  fully  documented, 
for  which  we  had  spend  several  hours  fruitlessly 
searching  two  weeks  before.  And  lo  and  behold,  a 
week  later  another  request  came  in  for  information 
we  found  in  one  minute  flat  in  UNLISTED  DRUGS 
and  never  would  have  found  otherwise. 

A  quotation  from  a  memo  to  the  committee  by 
a  prominent  pharmaceutical  librarian  will  further 
illustrate  the  enthusiasm  that  has  been  engendered: 
“As  soon  as  it  arrived  1  took  a  copy  to  our  Vice- 
President  in  charge  of  research.  He  glanced  at  it, 
then  at  me,  in  amazement.  1  had  explained,  in  giving 
it  to  him,  how  it  was  born.  One  of  his  comments 
was  that  it  is  an  ambitious  undertaking  which  could 
well  occupy  the  time  of  a  group  who  had  nothing 
else  to  do  but  work  on  such  a  project.” 

As  you  probably  know,  the  editor-in-chief  is  Miss 
Winifred  Sewell,  Librarian  of  E.  R.  Squibb  and  Sons, 
Brookl3rn  2,  N.  Y.  TTie  subscription  price  is  $5.00 
per  year. 

Not  content  with  this  success,  another  project  is 
already  under  way  in  this  active  little  Section.  Let¬ 
ters  have  been  sent  to  the  pharmaceutical  librarians 
to  request  their  participation  in  a  union  list  of  period¬ 
icals  in  their  libraries.  It  is  hoped  to  bring  together 
the  holdings  of  those  libraries  which  were  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  1947  Union  List  of  the  larger  science- 
technology  libraries.  If  any  of  our  readers  in  this 
Section  have  not  been  contacted,  we  suggest  that 
you  write  for  sample  forms  and  instructions  to  Miss 


Gertrude  Bloomer  of  the  William  S.  Merrell  Com¬ 
pany,  Cincinnati  1 5,  Ohio.  She  and  Miss  Myra  Spin¬ 
ning  of  the  Bristol  Laboratories  Inc.,  are  handling 
the  compilation. 

Public  Utilities  Section 

The  Public  Utilities  Section  of  the  Science-Tech¬ 
nologies  Group,  which  had  been  dormant  for  several 
years  with  the  exception  of  informal  get-together 
luncheons  at  Conventions,  decided  in  June  1948, 
to  revive  itself.  The  present  Chairman  assumed, 
through  bulletins,  the  responsibility  of  ascertaining 
what  the  members  wished  to  undertake  as  projects. 
Several  were  proposed  and,  on  March  25,  1949,  at 
the  time  of  the  Spring  Conference  of  the  SLA  Execu¬ 
tive  Board  and  Advisory  Council,  a  meeting  to  dis¬ 
cuss  future  plans  was  called  of  those  public  utility 
librarians  attending  the  New  York  meetings.  The 
result  was  the  appointment  of  the  following  Chair¬ 
men  to  sponsor  three  of  the  suggested  projects: 

Mr.  H.  E.  Bumgardner,  Detroit  Edison  Company  — 
“To  Compile  a  Subject  Heading  List  for  Public 
Utility  Libraries.” 

Miss  Virginia  L.  Garland,  Philadelphia  Company  — 
“To  Compile  a  Classification  Scheme  for  a  Public 
Utility  Library.” 

Miss  Marie  E.  Bozard,  Hartford  EJectric  Company 
—  “To  Survey  Publicity  Methods  used  in  Public 
Utility  Libraries.” 

Since  these  Chairmen  have  been  appointed  too 
recently  for  them  to  report  extensively  at  the  Los 
Angeles  Convention,  it  is  hoped  that  an  opportunity 
will  present  itself  in  the  fall  for  public  utility  libra¬ 
rians  to  meet  together  to  discuss  further  these  and 
future  plans.  No  formal  program  has  been  arranged 
for  the  June  Conference.  However,  those  who  at¬ 
tend  this  meeting  will  have  luncheon  together  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  brief  business  meeting  and  a  tour  through 
the  Library  of  the  Department  of  Water  and  Power 
of  the  City  of  Los  Angeles. 


Cincinnati  Chapter 

On  April  11-13  the  Central  Air  Documents  Of¬ 
fice  at  Wright  Field  sponsored  a  “Conference  on 
Centralized  Documentation”  with  Messrs.  Ralph 
Shaw  and  John  Green  from  Washington  among  the 
participants.  In  panel  discussions  Messrs.  Eugene 
Jackson  and  H.  F.  Lindenmeyer  of  the  Cincinnati 
Chapter  were  leaders  in  discussing,  respectively, 
“The  Air  Technical  Index”  and  “Documentation 
Acquisition  Problems.” 

TTe  Technical  Library  of  the  Procter  and  Gamble 
Company  has  added  to  its  staff  Miss  Marianne 
Graetzer,  who  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  June  1948,  with  a  major  in  chemistry. 
Her  interest  in  chemical  library  work  as  a  career 
resulted  from  her  attendance  of  Dr.  Byron  A. 
Soule’s  famed  course  in  chemical  literature  at 
Michigan. 

The  Monsanto  Chemical  Research  Library  at  Day- 
ton  has  subscribed  to  the  UNESCO  Bulletin.  The 
1 948  set  was  received  in  February  and  they  have 
been  very  much  impressed  with  the  information  per¬ 
taining  to  foreign  scientific  publications,  chance  for 
exchange  of  journals  and  reports  on  library  work 
abroad.  The  Mound  Laboratory,  Monsanto  Chem¬ 
ical  Company,  Miamisburg,  Ohio  is  setting  up  a  new 
library,  to  specialize  in  atomic  energy  literature. 
Miss  Muriel  E.  Freeze  is  the  librarian. 
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A  Union  List  of  Scientific  and  Technical  Period- 
icals  in  the  Libraries  of  Greater  Cincinnati  has  been 
sponsored  by  the  Cincinnati  Section  of  die  American 
Chemical  Society.  The  book  consists  of  120  double 
column  pages,  lithoprinted,  and  bound  in  durable 
paper.  It  lists  the  holdings  of  38  libraries,  and  con¬ 
tains  3200  titles,  and  10,000  separate  entries.  Li¬ 
brarians  and  research  workers  in  science,  engineer¬ 
ing,  medicine,  will  find  this  an  indispensable  tool. 
Price  $2.50  (postpaid).  Dr.  R.  E.  Oesper,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Cincinnati,  Cincin¬ 
nati  2  1 ,  Ohio. 

Illinois  Chapter 

The  activities  of  the  Sci-Tech  Group  of  this  Chap¬ 
ter  have  been  in  a  lull  this  season,  although  of  course 
the  members  have  been  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
Chapter  meetings.  We  have  just  learned  that  Mr. 
Kenneth  Fagerhaugh  has  been  appointed  to  reactiv¬ 
ate  the  local  Sci-Tech  Group  and  has  called  a  meet¬ 
ing  for  that  purpose. 

Speaking  of  Mr.  Fagerhaugh,  we  would  like  to 
mention  an  activity  which  may  not  be  news  to  some 
but  was  a  recent  surprise  to  us.  Mr.  Fagerhaugh  was 
brought  to  Chicago  by  Mr.  Herman  Henkle,  librar¬ 
ian  of  the  John  Crerar  Library,  to  take  charge  of  the 
abstracting  work  of  NUCLEAR  SCIENCE  AB¬ 
STRACTS,  for  which  this  library  has  the  contract 
with  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission.  We  under¬ 
stand  that  it  was  written  up  in  the  LIBRARY 
JOURNAL  of  Sept.  1 ,  1 948,  and  that  there  was  an 
exhibit  on  it  at  the  National  Chemical  Exposition  in 
Chicago  last  October. 

San  Fruicisco  Chapter 

We  hear  from  our  correspondent  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  that  Mr.  Arthur  B.  Johnson,  Librarian  of  the 
California  Research  Corp.,  has  been  appointed 
chairman  of  the  Sci-Tech  Group  this  year,  although 
there  has  not  been  any  Group  organization  in  the 
past.  Mr.  Johnson  will  be  remembered  for  the  ex¬ 
cellent  exhibit  on  the  method  of  handling  patent 
information  in  his  library,  which  was  contributed  to 
the  last  Pacific  Chemical  Exposition.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  local  Sci-Tech  Group  will  be  able  to  contribute 
another  worthwhile  exhibit  to  the  Pacific  Chemical 
Elxposition  this  fall. 

Philadelphia  Chapiter 

In  spite  of  having  adequate  information  at  hand, 
in  the  form  of  their  own  Group  bulletin,  in  our  last 
issue  we  neglected  this,  one  of  our  strongest  and 
most  active  local  Sci-Tech  Groups.  To  review  their 
programs  of  the  year,  in  October  Dr.  Clyde  O.  Davis 
of  the  du  Pont  Eastern  Laboratory  gave  a  talk  and 
exhibit  on  “High  Explosives.*’  At  the  November 
meeting  of  the  Group  they  were  fortunate  in  having 
Dr.  Fremont  Rider,  father  of  the  Microcard,  give 
them  the  latest  first-hand  information  on  this  up  and 
coming  means  of  reproduction.  In  February  the 
members  had  a  private  discussion  on  “Subject 
Headings’*  with  special  mention  of  procedures  in 
engineering  libraries  and  in  chemistry  libraries.  At 
the  last  meeting  of  the  season  in  April  a  number  of 
member-libraries  across  the  river  in  New  Jersey  were 
visited  and  the  meeting  was  held  at  the  Socony- 
Vacuum  Research  and  Development  Laboratory 
Library,  where  their  well-known  I.B.M.  punched 
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card  system  for  technical  information  service  was 
explained  and  demonstrated.  As  you  may  know  this 
library  was  one  of  the  first  to  get  PB  reports  really 
under  control  by  their  indexing  system.  At  this  the 
annual  meeting  Miss  Anne  L.  Nicholson  turned  over 
the  reins  as  chairman  of  the  Chapter  Sci-Tech  Group 
to  Miss  Margaret  W.  Imbrie  of  the  du  Pont  Eastern 
Research  Laboratory.  Also  elected  were  Miss  Gret- 
chen  E.  Runge,  Vice  Chairman,  Miss  Olive  F.  White- 
head,  Secretary,  and  Miss  Delta  F.  Barber,  Treasurer. 

Kansas  City  Chapter 

For  the  second  time  this  seaison  the  Midwest  Re¬ 
search  Institute  was  the  host  to  the  Chapter  meeting 
in  March. 

Choosing  for  the  subject  of  the  program  “The 
Patent  Search,"  the  Science-Technology  Group  ar¬ 
ranged  this,  one  of  the  regular  monthly  chapter 
meetings.  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Schofield,  a  prominent 
Kansas  City  patent  attorney,  was  the  guest  speaker. 
Following  his  talk  there  was  an  open  discussion  led 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Shipman,  Librarian  of  the  Linda  Hall 
Library,  and  Miss  Janet  Malcolm,  Librarian  of  the 
Spencer  Chemical  Company,  Pittsburg,  Kansas.  Pat¬ 
ent  ordering  and  filing  procedures  were  also  dis¬ 
cussed  and  compared. 

The  Linda  Hall  Library  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
devoted  exclusively  to  books  and  periodicals  on 
science  and  technology,  is  well  written  of  in  the  April 
22  issue  of  SCIENCE.  This  young  library,  created 
by  an  endowment  from  the  will  of  Herbert  F.  Hall 
8  years  ago,  purchased  its  first  books  and  periodicals 
3  years  ago  and  now  is  estimated  to  have  over  100,- 
000  bound  volumes  and  more  than  2200  current 
periodical  subscriptions. 

Connecticut  Valley  Chapter 

Miss  Beverly  Brott  of  the  United  Aircraft  Corp. 
Library,  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  is  chairman  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  in  this  Chapter  which  is  compiling  a  union 
list  of  serials,  intended  to  be  completed  within  the 
next  six  months. 

Miss  H.  G.  Dikeman,  president  of  the  Chapter 
and  Miss  Sylvia  De  Santis  are  assisting  with  the  pro¬ 
ject  on  “Scientific  Industrial  Research  Fellowships’* 
under  Dr.  L.  E.  Straka,  chairman  of  the  Chemistry 
Section  of  the  Sci-Tech  Group. 

New  Jersey  Chapter 

Since  this  chapter  consists  of  about  three-quarters 
Sci-Tech  members,  most  of  their  meetings  are  of 
interest  to  the  Group  and  many  New  Jersey  members 
attend  the  New  York  Chapter  Sci-Tech  Group  meet¬ 
ings.  In  March  the  New  Jersey  meeting  was  in 
Newark  where  Mr.  Morris  Schoengold  and  Mr.  Paul 
A.  Sutherland  of  the  Standard  Oil  Development 
Company  Library  spoke  on  “Handling  of  German 
Technical  Information’’  from  their  experience  with 
PB  and  BIOS  reports  in  their  own  library.  In  April, 
the  Chapter  members  were  the  guests  of  the  Elsso 
Research  Center  Library,  in  Linden,  N.  J.,  for  din¬ 
ner,  industrial  films,  and  a  tour  of  the  library. 


THUMBNAIL  BOOK-LOOKS 
Technical  literahore;  its  preparation  and  presentation. 

Williams,  G.  E.  (London,  Allen  and  Unwin,  1948. 
1  17  p.  $2.50) 

Mr.  Williams'  short  but  comprehensive  work  is 
an  outgrowth  of  an  article  published  in  the  JOUR¬ 
NAL  OF  THE  INSTITUTION  OF  ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEIERS  1943:199-202.  The  book  is  addressed 
to  engineers  and  physicists  and  its  presentation  is 
practical.  The  author  discusses  the  method  of  pre¬ 
sentation,  the  choice  of  words,  organization,  prepar¬ 
ation  of  manuscripts,  the  art  of  sub-editing  and  il¬ 
lustrations.  A  classified  bibliography  lists  sources 
for  further  study. 

Sources  of  business  information.  Coman,  Edwin 
T.  (Prentice-Hall,  1949.  406  p.  $6.00) 

Every  technical  library  which  services  not  only 
the  chemists  but  also  the  advertising,  sales  and  mar¬ 
ket  research  departments  will  want  this  excellent 
reference  book  at  hand.  The  author  discusses  meth¬ 
ods  of  locating  facts  and  cites  working  tools  in  the 
various  fields  of  business  Activity  that  provide  the 
keys  to  needed  data.  The  book  is  not  a  mere  listing 
of  titles;  the  critical  comments  are  helpful  in  selecting 
the  right  source.  The  volume  is  concluded  with  “A 
Basic  Bookshelf”  and  a  few  wofds  about  the  value 
of  a  trained  librarian  and  a  summary  of  the  steps  in 
setting  up  a  company  library.  An  excellent  index  is 
provided. 

The  Royal  Society  Scientific  Information  Conference 
June  21 -July  2,  1948.  (London,  Royal  Society, 
1948.  723  p.  $6.00) 

Here  are  presented  the  full  reports  and  papers, 
discussions  and  conclusions  regarding  the  possibility 
of  improving  existing  methods  of  production,  ab¬ 
stracting,  indexing,  and  distribution  of  scientific  lit¬ 
erature.  The  recommendations  adopted  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  should  be  carefully  considered  by  technical 
librarians  so  they  may  participate  in  the  research  on 
the  dissemination  and  preparation  of  information. 

— Contributed  by  Gertrude  Schutze 

CURRENT  ARTICLES  OF  INTEREST 
THE  CHEMIST  ANALYST  38  ( 1 )  :3-9  (1949) 
Domestic  and  foreign  publications  in  the  field  of 
analytical  chemistry:  a  statistical  analysis.  F.  S.  Boig 

Tire  purpose  of  the  analysis  was  to  determine  the 
important  domestic  and  foreign  publications  in  the 
analytical  field,  the  relative  importance  of  contribut¬ 
ing  countries  and  the  importance  of  the  languages  of 
publication.  A  survey  of  papers  published  in  1947 
and  1937  and  reported  in  the  Analytical  section  of 
CHEMICAL  ABSTRACTS  form  the  data  for  the 
study.  Results  show  the  changes  over  the  past  de¬ 
cade  and  indicate  possible  trends  in  future  publica¬ 
tions  in  this  field.  The  study  shows  that  most  articles 
are  published  in  English,  followed  by  French,  Rus¬ 
sian  and  German. 

LIBRARY  QUARTERLY  19  (l):19-35;  (2):119- 
143  (1949) 

Characteristics  of  the  research  literature  used  by 
chemists  and  physicists  in  the  United  States.  Herman 
H.  Fussier. 

TTie  first  paper  outlines  the  method  of  the  study 
and  is  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the  importance  of 
the  literature  of  various  subject  fields  to  research  in 
chemistry  and  physics.  The  second  paper  discusses 


the  temporal  span  of  the  literature,  the  principal 
forms  of  the  literature  used  and  their  relative  im¬ 
portance,  the  national  origins  of  the  literature  used 
in  the  U.  S.,  and  attention  is  devoted  to  the  more  im¬ 
portant  serial  titles  for  each  field. 

ASLIB  PROCEEDINGS  1(1)  :5-2 1 ,  Jan.  1 949 
International  chemical  abstracts  and  the  new  nota¬ 
tion  for  organic  chemistry.  Malcolm  G.  Dyson. 

A  plea  for  international  cooperation  in  the  urgent 
task  of  organizing  chemical  literature  on  a  sound 
basis.  The  discussion,  and  more  important  part  of 
the  paper,  summarizes  the  various  methods  that 
have  been  proposed,  other  than  the  Dyson  notation, 
to  deal  with  the  problem  of  notation,  which  comprise 
the  Gordon-Kendall-Davison  method,  the  cipher  of 
van  Weerden,  and  the  proposals  of  Bradford  (a 
development  of  the  U.D.C.  Class  547). 

Royal  Institute  of  Chemistry  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  1948.  46p  Chemical  ciphering:  a  universal 
code  as  an  aid  to  chemical  systematics.  M.  Gordon, 
C.  E.  Kendall  and  W.  H.  T.  Davison. 

The  authors  claim  that  this  is  a  universal  notation 
covering  inorganic  and  organic  chemistry  and  the 
chemistry  of  ions,  free  radicals  and  transition  com¬ 
plexes;  the  system  expressed  in  the  language  of  basic 
chemistry  and  in  accord  with  modern  trends  in  the 
theory  of  molecular  structure.  It  can  be  completely 
learned  by  a  chemist  in  about  an  hour;  even  inter¬ 
ested  librarians  can  memorize  it  with  little  practice, 
the  authors  assure  us. 

— Gertrude  Schutze 

Canadian  Chemistry  and  Process  Industries  33  133- 
37  (Feb.  1949) 

Indexing  and  Classification  of  Technical  Rcords  ^ 
Arthur  Turner 

Mr.  Turner  emphasizes  the  purpose  of  indexing 
of  scientific  reports  as  applied  to  both  individuals 
(who  need  only  a  supplement  to  memory)  and  to 
organizations,  where  persons  unfamiliar  with  the 
contents  should  be  able  to  find  any  information 
quickly  and  infallibly.  This  author’s  contribution  to 
the  problem  consists  of  a  rearrangement  and  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  Dewey  System  for  chemical  technology 
(Class  660),  which  requires  a  minimum  of  cross- 
references.  The  elements  in  a  group  based  on  the 
periodic  table  are  represented  by  the  third  digit  and 
the  exact  element  by  the  first  digit  to  the  right  of 
the  decimal.  For  example,  the  group  for  66 1  in¬ 
cludes  the  alkali  metals  and  copper,  silver  and  gold, 
and  661.6  is  copper.  Then  the  next  digit  indicates 
specific  phases  of  copper  metallurgy  and  chemistry 
as  desired  by  the  individual.  Since  this  system  is 
recommended  for  inorganic  chemical  technology 
and  seems  to  emphasize  metallurgy,  it  is  interesting 
to  compare  it  with  the  outline  of  the  Literature  Class¬ 
ification  Committee  of  the  American  Society  for 
Metals  reported  in  our  previous  issue. 

Transactions  of  the  Institution  of  the  Rubber  Industry 
(London)  24  120-37  ^ct.  1948) 

—  Technical  Information  Service  in  the  Rubber  In¬ 
dustry  —  Geoffrey  A.  Shires. 

Here  is  a  really  professional  article  that  covers 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  an  industrial  scien¬ 
tific  library  or  information  center  and  what  should 
be  expected  of  them.  The  mechanism  is  broken 
down  into  three  levels,  (  1 )  Library  —  involving  the 
collection,  arrangement  and  accessibility  of  books 
and  other  published  material.  (2)  Information  Ser¬ 
vice  —  A  two-way  service,  involving  the  selection 
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and  allocation  of  material,  and  the  answering  of 
inquiries.  (3)  Intelligence  —  The  digestion  of  ma¬ 
terial,  and  its  publication  in  suitable  form  in  appro¬ 
priate  quarters.  Altho  written  for  the  rubber  in¬ 
dustry.  the  paper  is  applicable  to  practically  any 
institution  doing  research.  Some  good  appendices 
give  many  general  and  library  references,  as  well  as 
a  basic  book  and  journal  list  for  rubber  libraries. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

Dear  Sir : 

In  Defense  of  Beilstan's  Cost 

Anyone  interested  in  Beilstein's  Odyssey  should 
read  the  great  number  of  articles,  editorials  and 
letters  published  in  C  and  E  News  since  last  Novem¬ 
ber,  all  urging  more  assistance  —  financial  and 
other  —  to  the  Beilstein  workers.  Such  authorities 
as  Walter  J.  Murphy^  (Editor,  C  and  E  News), 
Alexander  R.  Toddo  (Professor,  Organic  Chemistry, 
University  of  Cambridge,  England),  E.  H.  Hunt¬ 
ress-  (Professor,  Organic  Chemistry,  MIT),  Dr.  A. 
V.  Grosse4,  and  F.  T.  Tysonj  (Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Chemical  Literature,  Philadelphia 
Section)  cannot  be  wrong  when  they  recommend  all 
possible  help  —  from  individuals  and  industry  to 
Beilstein  workers  for  “the  effective  continuation  and 
development  of  a  most  important  compendium  in 
the  field  of  chemistry  .  .  .  ;  although  produced  in 
Germany,  Beilstein,  and  Gmelin  (its  inorganic 
chemistry  equivalent)  are  of  international  character 
and  their  continuation  is  vitally  important  to  chem¬ 
istry.”  (W.J.M.)  Whatever  the  cost!  which  1  agree 
is  high,  but  not  as  high  as  it  would  be  if  such  work 
were  prepared  in  this  country. 

Furthermore,  1  do  not  believe  that  a  comparison 
between  the  cost  of  Beilstein  and  that  of  the  Decen¬ 
nial  Index  of  Chemical  Abstracts  is  appropriate.  A 
well  supervised  clerical  staff  can  handle  any  compil¬ 
ation  of  already  prepared  indices,  but  it  takes  chem¬ 
ically  trained  personnel  to  produce  Beilstein. 

As  a  member  of  both  ACS  and  SLA,  1  naturally 
would  like  to  see  “Sci-Tech  News’  not  only  adopt, 
but  also  promote  the  interests  of  the  ACS  and  its 
newly  created  Division  of  Chemical  Literature. 

Marie  Comte 

Monsanto  Chemical  Company,  St.  Louis 


i)  C  and  E  News,  Nov.  1,  1948,  p.  3257 
.)  Ibid,  Dec.  6,  1948,  p.  3621 

*,)  Ibid,  Jan.  10,  1949,  p.  76 

4)  Ibid.  Nov.  29,  1948,  p.  3646 

,)  Ibid.  Jan.  10.  1949,  p.  104 


(Editor’s  note):  We  had  no  intention  of  belittlinfj  the 
compilers  of  Beilstein  and  wrote  the  editorial  partli/  as  a 
result  of  seeing  most  of  the  references  cited,  —  wondering  if 
the  workers  themselves  received  their  fair  share  of  the  purchase 
price  in  this  country.  Another  reference  to  the  worthy  project 
of  aiding  Beilstein  workers  called  to  our  attention  is  in 
ISOTOPICS,  Feb.  1949,  4-5  (A.C.S.  Cleveland  Section 
bulletin). 

Dear  Sir : 

Congratulations  on  a  very  fine  job  on  the  new 
format  of  Sci-Tech  News.  This  is  a  very  fine  job  and 
now  represents  a  type  of  publication  in  which  all  of 
us  in  Sci-Tech  can  be  proud.  My  guess  is  that  with 
this  type  of  publication  we  will  have  much  less  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  obtaining  subscriptions. 

Ralph  H.  Hopp 
Columbus,  Ohio 


Dear  Sir : 

Your  March  issue  was  excellent,  keep  up  the  good 
work.  I  have  always  enjoyed  this  group  “Bulletin.” 

In  regards  to  “Journal  Sets”  on  page  4  of  the 
March  issue,  we  are  very  much  interested  in  obtain¬ 
ing  the  first  two  volumes  of  “Bell  System  Technical 
Journal"  and  “Science  Abstracts”  preceding 
“1927.”  We  would  be  more  interested  in  the  orig¬ 
inals,  if  not  extreme  in  price.  Microcards  are  a  bit 
new  to  us. 

Allen-Bradley  Company,  Milwaukee 
Genevieve  H.  Martin,  Librarian. 


Dear  Sir : 

1  am  sorry  1  cannot  oblige  with  figures  for  your 
own  little  project.  Any  such  information  must  be 
cleared  through  my  supervisor,  who  says  our  library 
is  not  “typical.”  Although  1  do  not  agree  that  our  in¬ 
formation  would  be  of  no  value  in  your  survey,  I  could 
not  insist,  especially  when  he  said  he  knew  from  my 
complaints  about  overwork  that  1  did  not  have  time 
to  do  the  figuring.  1  have  talked  to  some  other  li¬ 
brarians  about  your  project  and  they  said  they  could 
not  send  in  figures  until  asked  to  directly.  The  li¬ 
brarians  at  (3  different  corporations  here)  ...  all 
told  me  that  they  are  so  crowded  for  room  them¬ 
selves  that  their  figures  would  not  help  in  arguing 
for  more  space  for  you.  They  think  the  results  of 
your  survey  might  be  of  help  to  them  in  getting 
more  room  for  their  collections,  and  so  are  interested 
in  it. 

A  Louisiana  Chapter  member 

(Editor’s  note):  See  “Space  Survey’’  write  up  on  another 
page. 


Dear  Sir: 

.  .  .  The  NEWS  is  very,  very  nice.  1  do  so  hope 
that  the  Group  will  continue  it.  And  you  are  an 
excellent  editor,  really  super,  and  1  mean  it.  1  like 
the  tone  in  which  it  is  written  and  which  I  have 
found  is  hard  to  get  people  to  undertake. 

Anne  L.  Nicholson 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

(Editor ’s  note ) :  Blush  !  blush .' 


Dear  Sir : 

Comments  on  minutes  of  Advisory  Board  meeting 
March  29. 

.  .  .  SCI-TECH  NEWS  —  1  would  like  to  see  it 
published  bi-monthly  and  keep  us  up-to-date  as 
Chonical  and  Engineering  News  does  chemists. 
Some  things  I  would  like  to  see  in  it :  (  I  )  Lists  of 
translations  from  the  Pool.  (2)  A  “Give  and  Take” 
column  in  which  members  only  could  insert  paid 
ads  for  periodicals  and  books  wanted  —  or  offer 
to  swap  one  scarce  item  for  another.  (3)  “Do  You 
Know”  column  of  contributions  by  members  — 
either  questions  to  which  they  need  answers,  or  bits 
of  information  others  might  find  useful  (such  as  the 
Wright  Field  “Documents  Exchange”  plan).  (2) 
and  (3)  should  carry  writer’s  names  and  addresses 
so  all  correspondence  could  be  direct. 

Frederica  M.  Weitlauf,  Librarian 
Timken  Roller  Bearing  Co. 

(Canton  6,  Ohio 

(Editor’s  Note):  Miss  Weitlauf  also  made  many  other  in¬ 
teresting  comments  which  we  shall  have  to  hold  over  for  our 
next  issue. 
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